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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of Meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 29 May 2017  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare 

 

Members Present: Councillor I Keatley (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, A Breslin, F Brett, 

K Byrne,  B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, R Cronin, I Cussen, M 

Dalton, S Doyle, T Durkan, D Fitzpatrick, B Hillis, C Kelly, P Kennedy, A 

Larkin, M Lynch, M McCabe, P McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin-Healy,  M 

Miley, S Moore, T Murray, J Neville, N O’Cearúil, S O’Neill, J Pender, T 

Redmond, R Power, S Power, M Wall, P Ward, B Weld and B Young  

 

Apologies:              Councillors D Scully and M Stafford 

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Messrs J Boland, T McDonnell, P Minnock, N 

Morrissey and Ms S Kavanagh (Directors of Services), Ms E Hanlon, Head of 

Finance, Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator) and other officials. 

 

 

01/0517 

Vote of Sympathy 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting and extended his sympathy to the families of 

the late: 

Ger Duff, Administrative Officer, Transportation Department 

Freda Neave, Mother of Christine Taylor, Maynooth Area Office 

Una Martin, mother of John Martin, Corporate Services 

 

Mr Carey Chief Executive stated that on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of Kildare County 

Council he wished to extend his deepest sympathies to Ger’s wife Sharon, daughter Alanna and 

his entire family. Mr Carey stated Ger had almost 37 years of service with Kildare County Council 



Kildare County Council  
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of meeting of Kildare County Council          29 May 2017 

 
2 

and anyone that worked with him knew how hugely effective and efficient he was and that he took 

great pride in his work in Kildare County Council. Mr Carey noted the huge loss his passing is for 

his family but also for his family here in Kildare County Council with his passing having a huge 

impact across the organisation. The Mayor extended his sympathies and those of all the members 

to Ger’s family also. Councillor Keatley also conveyed his sympathies to the families of the 

deceased and those that were injured in the recent Manchester bombing and confirmed the book 

of condolence is still open for signing. Councillor Keatley also acknowledged that today is the 

International Day of Peace-keepers which marks the memory of United Nations peacekeepers 

who have lost their lives in the line of duty and which remembers those who have served and 

those that continue to service in their role as peace-keepers with the United Nations. 

 

A minute’s silence was observed. 

 

              

           02/0517 

Adoption of minutes 

The council considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of 25 March 2017 together with the 

progress report. The Meetings Administrator proposed an amendment to the minutes to correct an 

inaccuracy under reference 04/0417, as follows: 

 

Coun McLoughlin Healy asked if there was any area of concern that should be brought to the 

member’s attention. Ms E Hanlon, Head of Finance stated there were no areas of concern the 

members need to be made aware of and confirmed that a structured method is in place to ensure 

the required follow up and improvements takes place on any area identified during the audit 

process. Ms Hanlon confirmed that a new Internal Auditor started in 2016 who is a qualified 

accountant as required by the Local Government Reform Act 2014. Councillor McLoughin Healy 

asked if the Audit Committee is satisfied that the only item being checked on the governance of 

organisations receiving grant funding from Kildare County Council is tax clearance. Ms Hanlon 

confirmed the Internal Audit Section is examining this area with a view to making 

recommendations on improvements and this is being worked on at the moment. Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy asked whether councillors have access to these reports, Ms Hanlon confirmed 

these reports are used for executive feedback and are presented to the members of the Audit 

Committee which includes 3 representatives from the elected members.  
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Kennedy that the minutes of 

the monthly meeting of 24 April 2017, to include the amendment as outlined, be adopted and the 

progress report noted. 

 

In relation to the Payments to Charites item on the progress report, (Ref 13/0417) Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy expressed her appreciation that a protocol is being drafted to ensure that 

charity’s compliance is checked before any payment issues and asked that a similar check be 

carried out with the Companies Registration Office also.   

 

 

03/0517 

To approve the Section 183 Notice for the proposed disposal of land at John’s Street, 

Newbridge, Co. Kildare 

The members considered the following Section 183 Notice,  

 

 Johns Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare - Transfer of 0.0017H (ground floor) and 0.0020 (first 

floor) 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cauldwell, seconded by Councillor Fitzpatick and agreed 

by all members present, that the Section 183 Notice, as detailed above, be approved. 

 

 

      04/0517 

To fill external vacancy on the Transportation, Safety and Emergency Services Strategic 

Policy Committee (SPC)  

A report from Ms McIvor, Senior Executive Officer Corporate Services stated that Mr Peter Kenny 

had resigned from the Transportation, Safety and Emergency Services Strategic Policy Committee 

as the business pillar nominee. In light of this resignation, Chambers Ireland has now nominated 

Mr Vivian Cummins, Vivian Cummins Architects, as their representative on the SPC. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Miley and agreed by all 

members present, that Mr Vivian Cummins be appointed to the Transportation, Safety and 

Emergency Services SPC. 
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05/0517 

To note monthly management report 

Councillor Young referred to page 4 of the monthly management report in relation to the Housing 

Needs Assessment and the extremely tight time frame given to submit the required information. Mr 

O Brady, Administrative Officer confirmed 1200 forms had been received as of lunchtime today 

and that a deadline had to be set in order to respond to the Department of Housing, Planning, 

Community and Local Government within the required timeframe. Mr Brady confirmed the Housing 

department will accept whatever forms come in up to the end of this week. Councillor Keatley 

asked that a press release be issued by the council to that effect.  

 

Councillor Pender referred to page 2 of the report where it states the Tankardsgarden tender is to 

be issued to the National Framework and asked whether this had happened yet. Mr McDonnell, 

Director of Service, confirmed it will issue this week.  

 

Councillor Redmond referred to page 5 of the report and noted there was no detail given on a 

timescale for the review of the Athy Local Area Plan. Mr Minnock, Director of Service stated the 

review of the Athy Local Area Plan will commence towards the end of this year. Councillor Keatley 

asked that an update be given at the next Athy Municipal District meeting on the Athy Local Area 

plan. Councillor Young enquired in relation to the review of the Leixlip Local Area Plan and how it 

is going to be managed. Mr Minnock confirmed a notice went out last week on this and undertook 

to circulate the timeframes of the work programme relating to Local Area Plan reviews to the 

members. 

 

 

06/0517 

To receive a presentation on the Draft River Basin Management Plan 

Mr Michael Holligan Senior Engineer made a presentation to the members on the Draft River 

Basin Management Plan which is a requirement under the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

2000. This legal framework is in place to protect and restore clean water and to ensure its long-

term, sustainable use along with achieving good ecological status in all waters. Mr Holligan 

confirmed the three cycles of the Directive as 2010-2015, 2016-2021 and 2022-2027 and noted 

there was minimal community engagement in the 1st cycle with the key learnings being identified 

as a need for better evidence base (EPA characterisation work), fragmented institutional work, no 
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single body having ultimate responsibility and the need for improved comunitcation and public 

engagement. Mr Holligan confirmed that 45% of rivers abd 54% of lakes are at less than “good 

status” and there has been a drop in the “good” and “high” status numbers since 2007-2009. Mr 

Holligan stated the Draft River Basin Management Plan was approved by the Minister and 

published on the 28th February 2017 with a 6 month public consultation proc ess to 31st August 

2017 with a final plan due for completion in December 2017. He went on to outline the objectives 

and priorites of the plan along with the programme of measures and the implementation strategy. 

He noted that the role of the local authority includes the co-ordinated delivery of measures at 

regional and local level, tracking progress and effectiveness of measures, annual reporting of 

progress and supporting national policy development and implementation. Mr Holligan outlined the 

role of LAWCO in encouraging community engagement and gave examples of some of the issues 

raised at public meetings held in Kildare ie. invasive species, biodiversity, amenity and recreation 

and abstraction. Councillor Young enquired whether the water services section had come across 

problems with landfill leachate and asked what the criteria for assessing excessive abstraction is. 

Councillor Cussen enquired on the relevant timelines for members to get involved and noted there 

had been no public meeting by LAWCO in the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District. Mr Boland 

confirmed this item will be listed on the June SPC agenda and will come back before full council 

before a submission is made. Mr Boland also stated he will take the issue of no meeting by 

LAWCO in the Celbridge Leixlip area up with LAWCO. Councillor Lynch asked if we are actively 

persuing polluter offenders with Mr Holligan confirming that we take the issue of pollution very 

seriously and issue Section 12 notices where necessary. Councillor Keatley thanked Mr Holligan 

for his presentation and wished him and the staff of the water services department well in their 

work in this area.  

 

 

07/0517 

To note the date for the annual meeting 

In accordance with standing orders, the Mayor proposed that the annual meeting shall be held on 

the last Friday in June, which is 30 June 2017. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley, seconded by Councillor Hillis and agreed by all 

members present, that the annual meeting be held at 2pm on 30 June 2017. 
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08/0517 

Mayor’s Business 

The Mayor noted the work of the energy committee on the recent Low Energy Day on the 10 May 

in Aras Chill Dara and thanked the committee for their efforts in keeping energy consumption 

down.  

 

Councillor Keatley confirmed he attended the National Enterprise Awards on 25 May with Ms 

Paula Comerford from the Local Enterprise Office and noted the extraordinary success story of 

The Broggies under the stewardship of Martin Walsh. Councillor Keatley congratulated Martin and 

his staff and the team in the Local Enterprise Office on this great achievement 

 

Councillor Keatley attended the Women in Business Awards with the Chief Executive in 

Palmerstown House on the 19 May and noted 8 different women from Kildare were recognised 

that evening. 

 

Councillor Keatley confirmed he and the Chief Executive and Ms S Kavanagh, Director of Service, 

attended the launch of the Kildare Tourism Strategic Plan 2017-2020 by Minister O'Donovan which 

took place in the National Stud. The Mayor also congratulated John Osborne on the magnificent 

work he has done with bringing the National Stud to where it is and wished him well on his 

impending retirement.  

 

Councillor Keatly stated he had attended the launch of the Creative Ireland by An Taoiseach Enda 

Kenny and Minister Heather Humphries and commended the huge amount of work being done by 

the Library and Arts section in this area and made particular reference to the incredible work put in 

on the Centenary celebrations.  

 

Councillor Keatley wished to thank the Chair Councillor Kevin Byrne and the members of the 

Community and Culture Integration committee who organised two recent events in Aras Chill Dara 

ie. Celebrate Africa Day on the 20 May and the Muslim Understanding Conference in conjunction 

with An Garda Síochana on the 27 May which was an excellent briefing in relation to the 63,000 

muslims that live in Ireland today.  

 

Lastly the Mayor confirmed that Minister Heather Humphries had been in Athy to get the new 
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library works underway to and took the opportunity view the new unit’s being developed in 

conjunction with the Peter McVerry Trust. 

 

09/0517 

Correspondence 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed that the two items of correspondence received since the 

April meeting had been circulated to the members with the progress report 

 

 

10/0517 

Conferences and training 

The Meetings Administrator referred to report dated 25 May 2017 circulated to the members. 

 

Resolved that having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended by 

Section 53(2) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 the following approval is granted for the 

attendance of: 

 

Retrospective approval for Councillor Neville at the AILG Conference in Treacys West County 

Hotel, Ennis, Co Clare on the 6 & 7 April 

Councillors Aspell and Neville at the LAMA Spring Training Seminar in the City North Hotel, 

Gormanstown, Co Meath on 28 & 28 April 

Councillor B Hillis at the AILG training for elevcted members in the Arklow Bay Hotel on the 9 May 

Councilor Brett at the AILG training for elected members in the Castlecourt Hotel, Westport, Co. 

Mayo on the 13 May 

 

Approval for Councillors O'Neill, Dalton and Aspell at the AILG training for elected members on the 

10 June, venue to be confirmed. 

 

The members agreed to take item no 16 on the agenda at this point given that Mr N Morrissey 

Director of Roads, Transportation and Public Safety had to leave the meeting early.  
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11/0517 

Speed ramps 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McCabe was considered 

That this council consider the reengineering, elimination or identification of speed ramps with 

better illumination on main routes as they are causing major problems for emergency and public 

service vehicle operators. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor McEvoy 

 

A report from Mr N Morrissey, Director of Roads Transport and Public Safety advised that this 

issue has been referred to the newly established Department of Transport (DTTAS) Support 

Service Office based at the Kildare NRDO, for examination and consideration at National policy 

level. Councillor McCabe welcomed the report and stated the consensus amongst the emergency 

and public service vehicle operators is that speed ramps impair their ability to deliver their service. 

Councillor McCabe outlined a number of amendments to ramps currently being used to assist in 

this area such as smaller ramps and the use of cat’s eyes and/or luminous paint etc to increase 

visibility. Councillor Wall thanked Councillor McCabe for raising this issue and noted this matter 

had been raised before and it was his understanding the matter was being reviewed by Kildare 

County Council. Mr Morrisey confirmed that council staff has been examining this over the last 12 

months however the Department of Transport had asked us to set up this support service office 

and a review has been ongoing for the last 5/6 months. Councillor Cussen noted there is a review 

of speed ramps been considered by the Roads Transport and Public Safety Strategic Policy 

Committee at the moment and suggested that Councillor McCabe be invited to the next SPC 

meeting to discuss the matter further. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor McEvoy that 

Councillor McCabe be invited to the next Roads Transport and Public Safety SPC to discuss the 

matter further.  

 

12/0517 

Maynooth Municipal District (Supplementary Agenda) 

The following motion in the name of the Maynooth Municipal District was considered: 

As Bord na Móna are now commencing a review of the haul routes serving the Waste 

Management Facility at Drehid (as per An Bord Pleanála planning conditions attached to 
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PL09.PA0004 and PL09.PM0008) that a letter issue to Bord na Móna requesting that they engage 

in public consultation, including with the local authority, as part of the review process.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Weld and seconded by Councillor McEvoy.  

 

Councillor McEvoy stated that while the facility is based in the Maynooth Muncipal District area, 

the issue has implications for both the Naas Municipal District and the Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District due to the haul routes running through both these districts and that quite a 

number of residents want to have an input into the review and asked that a copy of the letter that 

issues to Bord na Móna should issue to Minister Denis Naughton and Minister Shane Ross also. 

Councillor Weld endorsed Councillor McEvoy’s sentiments and stated that whats happening to the 

haul routes is a matter of grave concern to the local residents. Councillor Fitzpatrick enquired if the 

council will have any part to play in the review committee and Mr Morrissey stated it is hoped that 

they will liaise with the council as part of the process but there is no guarantee they will do so. 

Councillor Doyle stated that the issue should be addressed via the application of development 

levies to carry out works to the haul routes and it would be timely to do a review of the 

Development Levy Scheme on this basis.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Weld, seconded by Councillor McEvoy and agreed by all 

members present that a letter issue to Bord na Móna requesting that they engage in public 

consultation, including with the local authority, as part of the review process and that a copy of this 

letter issues to Minister Denis Naughton and Minister Shane Ross.  

 

 

13/0517 

Repair and Leasing Scheme 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle was condsidered. 

That this council seek additional supports from the Department of Housing, Planning, Community 

and Local Government to ensure that the excellent initiative of the Repair and Leasing Scheme 

(RLS) has necessary supports that will optimise outcomes, having regard to associated costs of 

administering the scheme. These supports could be delivered in a manner where securing funds is 

dependent on delivery thus incentivising output. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Miley 
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A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Services stated that the Department of Housing, 

Planning, Community and Local Government have supplied the following response regarding the 

costs of administering the Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS): 

In accordance with Circular 2010/07, the Department pays a once-off administration fee to local 

authorities and Approved Housing Bodies (AHB) for Social Housing Current Expenditure Projects 

[SHCEP]. The fee is based either on vouched expenditure on each leasing project or on 5% of the 

annual lease/payment and availability cost, whichever is the lesser.  This fee will also apply to 

leases entered into under the RLS following the carrying out of repairs.  The RLS is continuing to 

operate on a pilot basis and the Department is taking account of feedback on the operation of the 

scheme from both local authorities and AHB’s. The costs of delivering the scheme, both at Local 

Authority and AHB level, can be considered as part of the review of the implementation of the 

scheme, and may require further negotiation with the Department of Public Expenditure and 

Reform in the context of the 2018 estimates process. 

Councillor Doyle stated this is an excellent scheme due to its ability to provide housing and 

address dereliction at the same time and queried why we are asking Approved Housing Bodies to 

get involved and not take it on ourselves. Mr McDonnell stated that the heavy workload in the 

Housing department currently is primarily the reason why the council is directing the scheme at the 

Approved Housing Bodies. Councillor Cussen supported the motion and stated further 

advertisement of the scheme is required especially if funding allocation next year will be based on 

a review of uptake this year. Councillor Doyle stated we need to embrace the scheme in a positive 

way through advertisement in all forums, word of mouth and positive engagement with all parties.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Miley that all possible 

supports be directed towards the Repair and Leasing Scheme to ensure maximum take up.  

 

 

14/0517 

Ruling on Non-Locals Owning Houses 

The following motion in the name of Councillor S Power was considered. 

Following The European Court of Justice ruling that the Flemish authorities had to scrap their rule 

preventing non locals from owning houses in the Flemish region, that the council (a) provide 

details of all communications from the Minister and the Department of Housing, Planning, 
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Community and Local Government in relation to this matter (b) outline what the implications are for 

our County Development Plan, future applications for one off houses in rural areas and previous 

applications for one off houses in rural areas that were refused permission.       

The motion was proposed by Councillor S Power and seconded by Councillor Miley 

A report from Mr P Minnock, Director of Services stated that Kildare County Council's Planning 

department has received no communication to date from the Department of Housing, Planning, 

Community and Local Government in this regard and that any changes to the County 

Development Plan as a consequence of legislative changes, ministerial direction or other reasons 

may be addressed as material alterations to the plan. Any changes to a plan cannot deal 

retrospectively with planning applications as all cases are dealt with on their merits in accordance 

with the County Development Plan in place at the time of the application.  

Councillor Power expressed his surprise that no communication had been received to date and 

asked that the council seeks an update from the Department Housing, Planning, Community and 

Local Government and the members be kept informed.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor S Power seconded by Councillor Miley that the council 

seeks an update from the Department Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and 

the members be kept informed. 

 

15/0517 

Families in Hotel Rooms 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Cronin was considered.                                      

That this council inform the members of the measures that are in place in Kildare to meet Minister 

Coveney's commitment that no families will be living in hotel rooms by the end of June and details 

the alternative types of accommodation to be provided. Also that in consideration of this departure, 

that the report includes details regarding the cost of providing hotel/bed and breakfast 

accommodation during 2016 and figures in respect of the average duration of stay per 

family/person. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cronin and seconded by Councillor Cussen 
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A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Services stated that The Homelessness and Housing 

Inclusion unit of the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government advise 

that no direction will be issued to local authorities in relation to discontinuing the use of hotels for 

emergency accommodation.  The Minister has indicated his intention that hotels will not be used 

for emergency accommodation from 1 July this year.  The Department advise that every local 

authority is asked to endeavour to achieve this target, however, it is not the intention that 

homeless people or families cannot be accommodated in hotels where there is no viable 

alternative. 

Kildare County Council Housing department works closely with a number of organisations who 

provide services to homeless people, in particular Peter McVerry Trust, Simon, Focus and 

Threshold, in an effort to secure alternative accommodation to hotels throughout the county.   

An additional 7 units have been developed this year in the former Dominican Priory in Athy and 

will be managed on a 24/7 basis by Peter McVerry Trust.  This facility will operate as a family hub 

and is the first such facility outside Dublin.  Peter McVerry Trust has also developed a further three 

units in Newbridge which have been occupied since the beginning of this year.  The Trust is 

currently considering further options for emergency/homeless accommodation in other areas of 

the county.  Simon has purchased a number of units, particularly in Newbridge, under the Capital 

Assistance Scheme programme, which will accommodate people and families moving from 

emergency accommodation.   

In addition to the above, Kildare County Council has 10 transition units which have been identified 

for emergency accommodation from our own stock and we will continue to consider the use of 

other possible units from our own stock for transition accommodation.  There are 33 hostel beds in 

the county in Newbridge [Peter McVerry Trust] and Athy [Mount Offaly House].   

Cost of providing hotel/bed and breakfast accommodation during 2016: €625,786.85 

Figures in relation to the average duration of stay per family are not available, however, on the 31 

December 2016 there were 58 adults in emergency accommodation for greater than six months 

continuously or for six months cumulatively within the previous 12 months. 

Further proposals for possible emergency/transition accommodation are being considered by the 

council with a view to reducing and, ultimately ending, the use of hotels to accommodate people in 
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need of emergency accommodation.  However, the continued use of hotels will be determined by 

the level of demand in the county for emergency accommodation into the future. 

Councilllor Cronin thanked Mr McDonnell for the comprehensive report and noted that there are 

currently 2708 children sleeping in emergency accommodation in Ireland today and that we as a 

council have to continue to work hard to reduce the use of hotels for emergency accommodation. 

Councillor Cronin queried the figure of €625,786.85 as being very low and Mr McDonnell 

confirmed this figure was in fact incorrect and for completeness, confirmed the correct figure of 

€1.31 million which includes the Service Level Agreement costs paid to the Peter McVerry Trust 

and Mount Offaly House. Councillor Pender referred to the figures that appear on the Departments 

website and noted €181,280 paid to Cuan Mhuire and stated she thought this was an addiction 

centre. Councillor Redmond stated he considered the funding of Cuan Mhuire to be an issue to be 

brought to the Housing Strategic Policy Committee and asked have we discussed a co-ordinated 

approach to emergency accommodation. Councillors Miley, Keatley and S Power all 

acknowledged the great work being done by Cuan Mhuire and stated they must be supported. Mr 

McDonnell confirmed he has been in contact with Cuan Mhuire and advised the members they will 

not be funded as they were in 2016.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cronin seconded by Councillor Cussen that the Housing 

department would circulate the revised figures on the cost of providing hotel/bed and breakfast 

accommodation during 2016 as referred to in Mr McDonnell’s report to the members. 

 

16/0517 

Ban on use of Glyphosate in Public Areas 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen was considered. 

That this council ban the use of Glyphosate in public areas within the remit of Kildare County 

Council.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A report from Mr S Wallace, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, stated that Kildare County 

Council use glyphosate for the control of broadleaf weeds and grasses in the amenity areas. 

Kildare County Council endeavours to confine the use to areas mowers cannot access and to 

prepare amenity areas for planting.  The chemical has been licensed for use by the EU and use is 
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always in compliance with these conditions and should a decision be taken to ban its use, it will 

have negative implications for the council. 

Kildare County Council is committed to the All Ireland Pollinator plan which includes an objective 

to reduce the use of pesticides and use of alternative methods for weed control.  

Councillor Cussen outlined her concerns in relation to the use of Round-up as it comes with many 

negative effects on both humans and the environment. She went on to note that the North Kildare 

bee-keepers have expressed concern regarding its usage and that South Dublin County Council 

have voted to ban it. Councillor Weld voiced his opposition to the motion stating the EU have 

recently approved the use of Round-up and that without its use, the work of 

farmers/horticulturists/food producers would be severely threatened. A lengthy debate took place 

amongst the members. Ms S Kavanagh Director of Services, Economic Development and 

Community and Culture suggested that the matter be referred to the Water Services and 

Environment SPC for further discussion and the members were in agreement. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen seconded by Councillor Redmond and agreed by 

the members that the issue of the use of Glyphosate in public areas within the remit of Kildare 

County Council be referred to the Water Services and Environment SPC for further discussion.  

 

 

17/0517 

Rebuilding Ireland Housing Web Map 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond. 

The Minister included twenty seven sites in Kildare in the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Web Map 

Launch on 27 April 2017 and in respect of this that the council give members a report about 

development on these sites. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 

A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Services, stated that the Minister for Housing, Planning, 

Community and Local Government, launched the Rebuilding Ireland Housing Land Map on 27 

April last. The map is the result of the collation of data by the Department of Housing, Planning, 

Community and Local Government from local authorities, the Housing Agency, and other State 

and Semi-State bodies.  The datasets just released include details of over 700 local authority and 
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Housing Agency-owned sites, totalling some 1,700 hectares, as well 30 sites (200 hectares) 

owned by State or semi-State Bodies. The purpose of the map published on the website is to have 

a central database of land available for housing. This map represents both the opportunity to 

deliver housing and also the granular data on active delivery from sites around the country. The 

information included in the map with respect to twenty seven sites owned by Kildare County 

Council/Housing Agency is based on information provided to the Housing Agency by the council, 

and is the same information as was presented to members on an individual municipal district basis 

in 2016. As advised to members at those municipal district meetings, it is important to note that not 

all of the sites are, or may be suitable for housing.  Some of the land is not zoned for residential 

development; some of the land is not serviced/serviceable.  In addition, some of the land may not 

be available as it is currently used for sporting fields, or community facilities, or has been identified 

as being at risk from flooding. The Department advise that work is under way on collating further 

data layers such as social housing construction projects and private housing construction projects, 

which will be added over the coming months. 

 

Councillor Redmond asked how many Part V units Kildare County Council are expecting on these 

27 sites and whether we have any plans for these sites following the publication of the Rebuilding 

Ireland Web Map. Mr Mc Donnell confirmed that what the Minister sought was a record of 

“publically owned lands” which is land owned by Kildare County Council so Part V is not relevant. 

Councillor Cussen referred to the Hazelhatch and Ardclough sites and queried why these are on 

the list given that housing can only be built on approximately 1 hectare due to flooding issues and 

asked what the plans are for any of these lands. Mr McDonnell confirmed that lands bought for 

housing will be used for housing where possible.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Cussen that the 

report be noted. 

 

 

18/0517 

National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) owned lands 

The members agreed to consider agenda item numbers 14 and 20 together regarding NAMA 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Young was considered. 
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That this council resolves to open discussions with the Department of Finance and the Department 

of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government for the purposes of negotiating transfers 

to the council, or sale to the council at vulture fund discounts, of the National Asset Management 

Agency (NAMA) owned lands in areas going through the Local Area Plan process so as to 

facilitate construction by Kildare County Council of increased public housing and social amenities 

as part of the developments that take place in these areas. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Young and seconded by Councillor Lynch. 

 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch was considered 

That in a clear and relatively immediate attempt to alleviate the housing crises, that this council 

calls on the Minister for Finance, the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 

Government and the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) to immediately redress the 

terms of reference for NAMA, so that they can sell homes to individuals as opposed to the current 

system of bulk selling properties, mainly to hedge funds and other institutions to the detriment of 

the Irish economy and house buyer. Houses are being sold by the state in vast bulk, for a fraction 

of their current market value, meaning prices are being kept artificially high and a small number of 

extremely wealthy International companies are the only ones able to purchase these homes at a 

heavily reduced cost. To change the terms of reference for NAMA would mean more staffing 

resources being required however the state could return a higher individual unit price which would 

justify this, and also give value to the citizens of the state and not global hedge funds or banking 

institutions. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Young. 

 

Councillor Young stated it is very clear that we need a national housing programme and that 

simply zoning land is not going to solve the issues. Councillor Young asked that the council open 

discussion with the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government with a 

view to the council being allowed purchase these lands at the discount rate applicable to vulture 

funds which is approximately 40%. Councillor Lynch expressed his view that we should write to 

the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 

Government to discuss the issue of the council being able to purchase housing units from Nama at 

a reduced rate.  
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Young and seconded by Councillor Lynch and agreed by 

the members present that this council resolves to (1) open discussions with the Department of 

Finance and the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and NAMA 

for the purposes of negotiating transfers to the council, or sale to the council at vulture fund 

discounts, of the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) owned lands in areas going 

through the Local Area Plan process so as to facilitate construction by Kildare County Council of 

increased public housing and social amenities as part of the developments that take place in these 

areas, and (2) write to the Minister For Finance, Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and 

Local Government  and  the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) to immediately redress 

the terms of reference for NAMA so that they can sell homes to individuals as opposed to the 

current system of bulk selling properties, mainly to hedge funds and other institutions to the 

detriment of the Irish economy and house buyer.  

 

 

19/0517 

Voluntary Housing Associations 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughin Healy was considered 

That this council outline the recommendations of the Local Government Audit Service and of our 

internal audit in relation to Voluntary Housing Associations and the plan for (or progress) 

implementing said recommendations. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor Cussen 

 

A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Services, stated that the Local Government Audit 

Service Value for Money Report No 29 relating to the oversight role of the local authorities in the 

provision of social housing by approved housing bodies is available at:  

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/vfm_report_no._29_-

the_oversight_role_of_local_authorities_in_the_provision_of_social_housing_by_approved_housi

ng_bodies.pdf 

The report contains 13 recommendations under the following 8 headings: Registration of 

Mortgage, Nominations and Statement of Occupancy, Inspections, Record of Meetings, Corporate 

Governance, Financial Matters, Leasing Arrangements and Capital Projects 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/vfm_report_no._29_-the_oversight_role_of_local_authorities_in_the_provision_of_social_housing_by_approved_housing_bodies.pdf
http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/vfm_report_no._29_-the_oversight_role_of_local_authorities_in_the_provision_of_social_housing_by_approved_housing_bodies.pdf
http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/vfm_report_no._29_-the_oversight_role_of_local_authorities_in_the_provision_of_social_housing_by_approved_housing_bodies.pdf
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A Regulation Office was established as the Regulator for not for profit social housing providers in 

2014 on an interim basis, pending enabling legislation.  The Regulation Office is part of the 

Housing Agency, a State Body that supports the delivery and supply of housing and housing 

services, funded by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.  

The Housing (Regulation of Approved Housing Bodies) Bill is currently being prepared by the 

Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government. 

The Internal Audit Report on Voluntary Housing recommended a number of actions to be 

implemented in the overall management of the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme and the Capital 

Assistance Scheme.    

In acknowledgement of the expanding role of Approved Housing Bodies [AHBs] and, in particular, 

having regard to targets set under the Social Housing Strategy 2020 for AHBs, a Leasing team 

has been established from existing staff resources within the housing department.  This team is 

working on the implementation of the recommendations of both audits, together with implementing 

the current leasing programmes. It is recognised that there is a body of retrospective work to be 

completed relating to both the national and internal audit and, in order to complete this work, we 

are awaiting the return of the Staff Officer from maternity leave assigned to this section. 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy made reference to a 2009 report on Approved Housing Bodies by 

Grant Thornton and noted that in 2014, a total of €343 million was paid to Approved Housing 

Bodies by Local Authority’s for capital projects. Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated she is looking 

for feedback on the recommendations that came out of the 2009 report and an update on Kildare’s 

33 Approved Housing Bodies who are operating 25% of local authority stock. She also asked for 

clarity around the leasing team referred to in Mr McDonnell’s report and asked when it was 

established. Mr McDonnell noted the report Councillor McLoughlin Healy referred to was prepared 

in relation to the Approved Housing Body sector, not the local authority and that the local authority 

is the conduit between the local authority and the Department of Housing, Planning, Community 

and Local Government. Mr McDonnell confirmed it is not the local authority’s role to regulate 

Approved Housing Bodies. With the advent of an (interim) independent statutory regulator, the role 

of local authorities in respect of AHBs has changed. Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked had the 

Internal Audit section identified different issues to the Local Government Audit Service and Mr 

McDonnell confirmed the two bodies have different functions but good governance is the central 

issue. Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked if it was possible to get a copy of the Internal Audit 
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progress report. Mr McDonnell advised that the report is issued to the Audit Committee, which is a 

statutory committee, and has elected member representation.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Cussen that 

the report be noted and clarification be given to Councillor McLoughlin Healy on the Leasing team 

in the housing department and confirm when it was established. 

. 

 

20/0517 

Home Help Care 

The following adjourned motion in the name of Councillor Redmond was considered 

That Kildare County Council urges the Minister for Health to abandon the proposal to means test  

home help care. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Lynch.  

Councillor Redmond stated there are currently 5,200 elderly people on waiting lists for home care 

packages and that the home help given to qualifying applicants is minimal.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond seconded by Councillor Lynch and agreed by 

the members that Kildare County Council write to the Minister for Health asking that they abandon 

the proposal to means test home help care. 

 

 

21/0517 

Honouring Military men 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Moore was considered 

That the members and Kildare County Council, honour the military men from the Dublin Fusiliers 

Regiment who were killed whilst on service abroad in World War 1 and those from the Irish 

Defence Forces who were killed on active duty overseas with the United Nation Peace Corps, who 

each answered the call to serve that military duty from their base in The Army Barracks in Naas, 

also remembered as Devoy Barracks, now Áras Chill Dara, by erecting a memorial plaque, before 

the end of 2018, jointly commemorating their memories and their ultimate sacrifices, perhaps 

including their names, on the Archway and Clock Tower Building, through which they marched to 

their eternal response. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Larkin 

 

A report from Ms M McIvor, Senior Executive Officer, Corporate Services stated this is a matter for 

the members and that the erection of a plaque or other memorial would have to be considered 

under the Civic Memorial Policy, yet to be adopted. Councillor Moore stated he was disappointed 

with the response and asked that some form of plaque or monument be put in place. Following a 

lengthy discussion, the members agreed to refer the matter to the Decade of Commeration 

Committee for consideration. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore seconded by Councillor Larkin that the request to 

honour the military men from the Dublin Fusiliers Regiment who were killed whilst on service 

abroad in World War 1 and those from the Irish Defence Forces who were killed on active duty 

overseas with the United Nation Peace Corps, who each answered the call to serve that military 

duty from their base in The Army Barracks in Naas, also remembered as Devoy Barracks, now 

Áras Chill Dara, by erecting a memorial plaque, before the end of 2018, jointly commemorating 

their memories and their ultimate sacrifices, perhaps including their names, on the Archway and 

Clock Tower Building, through which they marched to their eternal response, be referred to the 

Decade of Commeration Committee for consideration. 

 

22/0517 

K-Leisure 

The following motion in the name of Councillor O'Neill was considered 

That this council writes to the management of K Leisure facilities requesting that persons over 

sixty five years of age receive free access or a substantial discount to use the swimming pools in 

their establishments, similar to Dublin City Council and South Dublin County Council operated 

leisure facilities offer.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor O'Neill and seconded by Councillor Kelly 

 

Councillor O’Neill stated she had received a query from a member of the Naas community in 

relation to concession fees for elderly users of the K-Leisure facility in Naas and confirmed her 

understanding that it is a non-profit making organisation. Councillor Cussen stated she had made 

enquiries and there is a concession fee of €5 is in operation for the unemployed and over 60’s. 
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Councillor O’Neill stated this is not advertised on their website and clarity needs to be sought on 

the matter. Ms S Kavanagh Director of Services, Economic Development and Community and 

Culture confirmed K-Leisure is a completely seperate legal entity and have their own Board of 

Management and confirmed we will write to K-Leisure seeking clarity on the issue.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by the 

members present that Kildare County Council write to K-Leisure seeking clarification on fees being 

charged by the facility and whether any concession fees are in operation.   

 

 

23/0517 

Palestinian flag 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Pender was considered 

That Kildare County Council acknowledges and supports recent diplomatic moves from the Irish 

State towards full recognition of the state of Palestine. To mark the anniversary of Nakba in 

solidarity with the people of Palestine living under occupation and with the plight of the one 

thousand six hundred people unfairly detained without trial who are currently on hunger strike, that 

Kildare County Council agree to fly the Palestinian flag for one week. 

 

Councillor Pender submitted an amendment to the motion to be considered 

Kildare County Council acknowledges and supports recent diplomatic moves from the Irish State 

towards full recognition of the state of Palestine. To mark the anniversary of Naksa Day in 

solidarity with the people of Palestine living under occupation, Kildare County Council agree to fly 

the Palestinian flag for one week. 

The amended motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor R Power. 

 

Councillor Pender stated that it is the 50th anniversary of the illegal occupation of the Gaza strip 

which is the longest running occupation in history. Councillor Pender noted that this is not a 

conflict of equals and stated that in the last attack, 550 children had been killed and the UN 

remains silent. Councillor Pender stated that flying the flag is a small gesture of solidarity so 

pressure can be brought to bare on the Israeli Government. A lengthy debate took place amongst 

the members with varying views being expressed.  
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On the proposal of Councillor Weld, seconded by Councillor Hillis and agreed by the members 

present, the standing orders were suspended for 5 minutes to enable the discussion reach a 

conclusion.  

 

Following resumption of the meeting Councillor Pender agreed to put the motion to a vote. 

Resolved with 15 members voting in favour of the amended motion, 16 voting against and 4 

abstentions, the amended motion was defeated.  

 

 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:_____________________                                _____________________________ 

             Mayor                                                                Meetings Administrator 


